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Dining room of "Hindenburg, " tables. arranged for a
formal dimer. Note promenade and outward-slanting
windows beyond the railing.

could be made through the chief steward to send
telegrams via the ship’s radio station. A small library
in the lounge would issue books against receipts, and
the passengers were .cautioned not to leave them in
public rooms. A sick bay attendant was on board who
would care for and provide medication without cost
. to passengers (for the 1937- season, the Reederei
shipped a physician, Dr. Riidiger, who survived the
Lakehurst disaster). Passengers were requested, “to
prevent damage to the machinery installations abaft
the passenger spaces, not to throw objects out the
windows,”

Much attention had been given to “Hindenburg’s”
public rooms, where Dr. Diirr and the airship’s de-
signers had expected that the passengers would spend
most of the daylight hours. As an advertisement for
.the opulence and taste of the New Germany, the
talents of the country’s most famous architects and
artists had been exploited. The largest rooms were on
A deck outhoard of the passenger cabins. To port,
occupying an area measuring 15 x 50 feet, was the
dining room. Here, with all the luxury and refinement
of a small restaurant, were seats for 34 passengers —
at four small tables for 2 persons along the inboard
wall, and at six larger tables outboard. The tables —
and the chairs likewise — were of a special lightweight
tubular aluminum design — “as light as possible, as
stable as possible” — created for the “Hindenburg” by
Professor Breuhaus. In the dining room the chairs
were upholstered in red. The inner walls, covered with
_ ahship cotton fabric and off-white in color, bore 21
original paintings by Professor Arpke. This gentleman

Lounge, looking along promenade towards writing room,

“did not interpret his contract to decorate the public
rooms to mean that he was to create a flying picture
gallery, but rather he was conscious of the fact that
his pictures were not an end in themselves, but should
enliven the rooms.” His work therefore was to cor-
respond with the nature of the airship and two be
related to aimship travel, Thus, the colorful paintings
in the dining room represented “Graf Zeppelin” on a
South American journey, departing Friedrichshafen,
passing over the Spanish coast, the African landscape,
the Cape Verde and Canary Islands, a full rigged ship
on the wide wastes of the ocean, soaring gulls, sharks
in the azure water, the island of Fernando Noronha,
desolate St. Paul’s Rocks in the middle of the South
Atlantic, the palms and sarf of the coast of South
America, butterflies, fishing natives, and finally, Rio
and the Sugar Loaf on the rim of its incomparable
harbor. .

Meals in these surroundings were an unforgettable
experience. Passengers were assigned seats by the chief
steward (obviously there must have been two sittings),
and persons traveling alone might find themselves
exchanging pleasantries with leaders in government
and commerce of both Germany and America. Mr.
Lester Gardner found himself at the captain’s table
together with the Governor of Bavaria, General Franz
Ritter von Epp, ‘‘a very important Nazi’’; Dr.
Dorpmiiller, head of the German Railways; Dr.
Koppenburg, the president of the Junkers Aireraft

S

“ J( X e

Reading and Writing room.

. Works in Dessau, and Frau Koppenburg; a Friulein

Strassman, a major and a professor. With German
only heing spoken, the others sometimes remembered
to translate for the publisher of “Aviation Magazine,”

. but “the situation, though most courtcous, is rather

difficult.”

The tables were laid with white linen napkins and
tablecloths, fresh-cut flowers, fine silver, and the
special china service created for the “Hindenburg.” I
am fortunate to own. a demitasse cup and saucer
from this set— a gift of the widow of the latc General-
major Joachim Breithaupt, former Airship Advisor in
the German Air Ministry. Exquisitely confected of
“Heinrich Ivory Porcelain,” it is marked on the bot-
tom “Property of the German Zeppelin Reederei,”
bears a chased gold and blue band around the rim,
and exhibits the Reederei crest—a white Zeppelin,
outlined in gold, superimposed on a blue globe with
meridians of longitude and parallels of latitude in
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Dining room arranged for every day use,

Lounge, with the famous aluminum piano in corner,

' as seen from a starboard gondola of

On the following two pages, artist Richard Groh shows "Hindenbuvg, ' 3
! a5 they cruised together over Germany on a three-~day propaganda flight in March, 1936.

"Graf Zeppelin,




gold. On dishes thus decorated the chief steward and

three waiters served meals prepared in German style,

Breakfast -appears to have been a standard affair of
rolls freshly baked in the ship’s ovens, with butter,
preserves or honey; eggs (served boiled in the shell for
German passengers, fried or poached for Americans);
Frankfurt sausage, ham, salami, cheese, fruit, coffee,
tea, milk or cocoa. Luncheon and supper menus varied
from day to day. On Monday, August 17, 1936,
“Hindenburg’s” passengers ate for luncheon:
' Strong Broth Theodor
Fattened Duckling, Bavarian Style,
with Champagne Cabbage
Savory Potatoes
~and Madeira Gravy
Pears Convent Style
Mocha
- For dinner there was:
Cream Soup Hamilton
Grilled Sole With Parsley Butter
Venison Cutlets Beauval
with Berny Potatoes
Mushrooms
and Cream Sauce
Mixed Cheese Plate
All this was served with tall bottles of Rhine and
Moselle wines-— Deidesheimer Krinzler Riesling,
Piesporter Goldiropfchen Spitlese, Freiherr von Fahn-
enberg Spatlese, and others, as well as a few French
‘red wines and an assortment of German champagnes
led by the Deinhard Cabinett, Trocken (some 250
bottles of wine were carried on each crossing). By
actual experiment, the airship personnel had found
that with a 10 degree up or down angle, the bottles
of wine would tumble from the tables, and therefore
the elevator man was enjoined to keep the inclination
of the ship below 5 degrees.

Wine list.
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Wine list, front cover,

The corresponding space on the starboard side was
divided unequally into a lounge about 34 feet long,
and a writing room 16 feet long. The wall of the
Iounge bore a huge Mercator projection of the world,
depicting the ships and sea voyages of Columbus,
Vasco da Gama, Magellan and Cook, the North
Atlantic route of the German express liners “Bremen”
and “Europa,” the Atlantic crossing of the LZ 126
“Los Angeles,” the world flight of the “Graf Zeppelin”
and her passenger route to South America. Tables,
and chairs — these upholstered in brown — furnished
the room, and in a corner was the surprise of sur-
prises, a Bliithner baby grand piano, its weight kept
down to 397 pounds through the use of aluminum,
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1934 ér Winkeler Hosensprung Sphtless . . Rhein | 450
Origodly. Orisg dndemsischer Filagut

1934er Valdkenberg Liebfraumilch Kiosterkrone

Spatless . . ., ., ., . . . . Rhein 5=
1934 ¢r Hochhelmer Rauchloch . . . . . Rhein | 5-
Qrig. Abp. &1 Walagets dre Seedi Frealfect
1934 er Deidesheimer Krainzler Riesling . . Phlz 5.

Orig 41}, Ridures von Bekl

1934 er CraacherHimmelreichim Hinvmelreich Mose! | 450
Faltas Kalser & Co. Trebon-Trarbach

1934 er Piesporter Goldtrbiplchen-Sphtlese . Mosel | 450
Fectam G. Kirsh, Pecta-Nigre Kelloral Trler

1931 er Wehlener Lay Auslese . . . . . Mosel | 656
Waitexs Zeoh. Bevgweller Prim Trivt
1934¢r Kreuznacher Riesling Ausless . . . Nahe | 5.~

Aifilleng M. Werer, Krrcinash

1932er Fretherr von Fahnenberg Sphilese . Baden | S.—
Hiterih Nepsmak Steiert, Gherretsrid

(yeafweine

1924 er Cht, Chazse Spleen cru Bourg. sup, -
Moulis . . . . . .. . .. Bordeaux 5.—

1926 er Beaane Cuvee de I'Abbaye . . . Burgunder | 6.—
\Sdaumwef.'n‘e

Deinherd Cabinett, trocken. . . ., . . . . . . 10, -
HenkellTrocken . . . . . . . . . . . ., . 10, ~
Schulz-Griinleck Sasr Riesling Auslese . . . . . L 10=

Wachenheim Ricsling, Schloft Wachenheim . . 10~

Siidwe: | :
watLrte et
- ~
Sherry hell, frocken . . . . . . e e e .. 1.-
Douro - Portwein . . . . . . . . . .. .. .-
VermouthdiTorine . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.—
Fe. Cinsess & Coy Toriss
jfziyifuaqen
Scotch Whisky LongJobn , . . . . . . . . . 2,-
Weinbrand . -, . . . . . L. .. L. 1.-
Jamgica-Ram . . . . L L L Lo L 1.—
Schwarzwilder Kirscdiwaseer . . . . . . . . . 1.—-
Benediktiner D.OM. . . . . . . . .. ... 1.50
Martini-Coektail . . . . . . . . . . . .. 150
Manhattan-Cocktail . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50
Mineval
Lrrealwasses Fre Fioske
Kaizer Friedrich-Quelle . . . . . . . . . . . - 80
Apollinaris . . - . . . . L L. L L 0L —-.80.
Staatl Fachingen . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1L.-
4
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In "Hindenburg's" galley, the electric siove

and baking and roasting ovens (right},
and finished in yellow pigskin. This, after some soul-
searching, was provided as a concession to veteran
airship passengers who complained that a piano was
all that was lacking in the convivial parties aboard the
old “Graf Zeppelin.” The gray-walled writing and
reading room was decorated with eleven more of
Professor Arpke’s paintings showing the development
postal services, from the Chinese foot messenger and
Eskimo dog sled to the express steamer, the mail plane,
and finally the “Graf Zeppelin.” Pneumatic tubes
cnabled letter-writers to send their missives direct to
the mail room ahove the control car.

Outboard of the public rooms, and separated from
them by a low railing, were 50-foot promenades, con-
nected by a cross-passage between the two sides of A
deck. This afforded a walking distance of nearly 200
feet for transatlantic passengers used to the daily con-

_stitutional around a steamer deck. Outboard of the
promenades were six large Plexiglass windows, slant-

ing outwards at 45 degrees, often left open as there. .

was no draft in or outwards even at an air speed of
80 knots. Here the passengers stood or sat for hours
on low cushioned seats, enthralled by the sight of
“foaming waves, tossing ships, forests, towns, rivers and
cities, going by only a few hundred feet below. Gur-
tains drawn at night between the promenade and
public rooms enabled the travelers to enjoy the sight
- of moonlight on the waves, the brilliance of the
stars, without the glare and reflection of the artificial
lighting.

On B deck were some of the more prosaic utilitics
of the ship. Forward on the port side was a commodi-
ous electric kitchen, presided over by the chief cook
and his five assistants, The aluminum stove possessed
four electric burners, there were electric roasting and
bakings ovens, where fresh bread was baked daily,
serving and preparing tables, a refrigerator and an
ice machine. A dumb waiter conveyed prepared meals
up to the dining room. The chief cook was responsible
for the three store rooms along the keel and their 5500
poufids of food and provisions— enough for four days,
though the journey was scheduled to last less than
three. These included such items as 440 pounds of
fresh. meat and poultry; 220 pounds of fish; 330
pounds of sausage and cold cuts; 440 pounds of pota-
toes; 440 pounds of fresh vegetables and lettuce; 800

eggs; 220 pounds of butter, cheese and marmalade;
440 pounds of canned goods; and 40 gallons of milk.

Toilet and wash rooms were located on B deck, and

* another Juxury which the airship passenger would not

have anticipated — a shower bath, for which guests
signed up at specified times. No direct testimony by
users thereof can be found, but one authority allows
that the shower’s output was “miserly,” and it “had
the annoying habit of turning itself off, no matter how
soaped-up the showerer might be.”'?

Sheer fantasy was the word for the smoking room
forward on the starboard side of B deck. For a hydro-
gen-filled airship this was a startling feature, yet safety
was assured through the 1214 x 1514 foot room being
pressurized against the entrance of hydrogen, and
sealed off by an air-lock door. This was under the
control of the bar steward, whose duty it was to inspect
each guest to make sure he was not carelessly depart-
ing with a burning cigarette, cigar or pipe. The stew-
ard also was the sole custodian of matches. “In the
smoking room,” noted one reporter, “is one clectiic
lighter of the automobile type. This proves rather
tough for cigar smokers (and Germans-are partial to
faitly good cigars), and impossible for pipe addicts.
In the latter case the smoke room steward, with a
rather reluctant mien, may be approached on his off
side, and persuaded to produce and ignite one (1)}
lucifer (or match) to the offending pipe-bowl; but he
retains hold of said match with great tenacity, from
ignition to charred cinder. For the passenger to do
his own lighting is streng verboten.”'® More genially,
the bar steward might dispense a “Martini-Cocktail”
or “Manhattan-Cocktail” (1.50 RM, each), “Wein-
brand,” “Schwarzwalder Kirschwasser,” and the spe-
cialties of the house, the “LZ 129 Frosted Cocktail”
and the “Maybach 12.” The former contained orange
juice and “lots of gin,” but whether the latter’s ingre-
dients were “Scotch Whiskey Long John” or “Jamaica-~
Rum” are secrets now gone forever.

The decorations of the smoking room Confe1red on

. it an enchanted, out-of-this-world atmosphere twénty-

"GOEC'}%H Vaeth, Graf Zeppelin (New York: Harper % DBrothers, 1958),
13%. 5. Alr Services, June, 1936, p. 7.

A corner of the smoking room in Hindenburg,"




